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Locking[Castle[Church,Bransby[Way, Weston(SuperMare
BS24(7BW

Saturday,B8[November(2008
10.00@m2[3.30[Pm

ChurchesllinlCommunity
From(Vision[itollAction

Allllho[@relihterestedlihldhurchesldfldifferentfraditions
sharingheir(lifeXogether(foBeachldutlihtofhel[dommunity
arelihvitedIblthis speciallgathering whichlis[ReldldveryMear.
TherelilllBe worship,[displays,[presentations.
Opportunities(fblshareldxperienceldnd smalllgroupldiscussion.
Aldhoiceldf workshopsWill[Beldvailablelih[fheldfternoon.

For(furtherlinformation(phone(01225[872903[dr(eé[mail:
sctog@blueyonder.co.uk

Bookingforms(dvailablelin(May(2008

COPYDATE[FORLTHE[APRILCNEWSLETTER:[T10[March[2008[TPlease
senddopydio[RobinDixon,[County[Ecumenical[Officer,[125,[Claverton
RoadWest, [Saltford, Bristol(BS31[3AL. eldnail:I8ctog@blueyonder.co.uk



mailto:sctog@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:sctog@blueyonder.co.uk

From the Chair of Somerset Churches Together

OK, Christmas came and went — nothing unusual in that, you're thinking. It
always arrives on time, doesn't it, whether we’re ready for it or not!

Certainly, CritingCduring[CAdventMforCACpiecelinJanuarylisCanLinteresting
experiencelF[at[this[$tage,[there’sVeryfew$hoppinglLdays[to[Christmas.
However, Lithny[$on’'s[Weddingaking[placebefore[{twolbigldayslinLdone
week),O0tCmeansCIChristmasCisChotCexactly CuppermostCinCourCthoughts.
However, By fhefimelthyfhoughtsldomefolprint, [Both[@ventswill(Beldverd
phew![IYet,Oh[another3ense,d[3eriouslyhopelheitherleventlsirulyLdver.
TheleddingmharksfheBeginningfbrlom@ndRachel’sltharriage.IlThristmas
markshel®eginningloflesus’Uifelon[éarth.[Mesus[dameFullCdfLgrace[and
truth’@ndCinadehisldwellingl@amongllis’'Mo[begin[Somethinglhewlih[people
likells.OI8o, etheldskd WhereldreMoulthisdanuarylih[delationfofhedesus
wholRaslmhadeRisldwellingldmongMou/withinlMou/aroundMou? Il'm[durelfhe
pointiwaslmhadeldverlThristmas, [ButiWherelisdesusdow 3 fbriyou?

It[deemsiblmelWelmhustldskfheldameldquestionlihfermsldfldurldelationships
with[CbnelAnother3-CéspeciallyChs[Christians[(from[different[traditionsCand
experiences.[ T After[all,Osn'tCthe[fundamentalCssuelkupposed[toltevolve
aroundJesus?IWeldrelih[@[Perioddf[fermentfborheldcumenicallthovement.
SomelWholhankeredlafterVisibleLlinity Care[feelingLdisappointed.[ T Others,
however,Lare[éxperiencing[algreaterLopennessithanléverbefore[folLbthers
acrossiheWarious[Christianraditions.[MHereldn[$SomersetthereArelmany
vibrantléxpressionsldfldurlChristianinity 3 [t'slihterestingfhathostdflthem
revolvelaroundldoing[8omethingogether.[MIWhat[8eems[apparentdolinelis
thatfhelstructuresHavelBeenllaggingBehindWherelfheldealldifeli$.WelRope,
however,dhat[(5omerset[Churches[TogetherWilllsoonhavelalinorelexible
waydfiWworkinghichwillldnablelife datherfhan(stiflelit.

Whether[t'sihdurlpersonalWalkdfldiscipleshipdithesus, [ih[fheifeldfthe
churchiolwhichwelbelong,[orlinhelinterCdenominational (telationshipsive
engagelin,lheflocusmeedsliobelhe[dameFlponesus.lAsléver, dhislis
usually[easier[Said[fhanldone[BecauselWelfind[it[éasy[Holbeldistracted.lWNe
mustibelwarylofleéverlacceptinghat'sQusthelvaydhings[dre.[[desushad
littledimelforteligionLdevoidlof(lhelteality Lof(God[@nd[iFlwelareHo[beldrue
followersCof(desusiveinustbeleéqually lwary [ofLik. [tk [always[als$adliony
when[the[Churchlstifles[thelife[oflits(founder@nd3ource, (butthatls[too
oftenfheldase.[MWeldrellivingMhrough@LdrucialHimelih[(Churchhistory[and
thellippermostLéoncernlnCourlheartsandlmminds[heedsio[befor[theWast
majority[WholaAre[beyond[the[boundaries[bf[the[Church.[ICan[5omerset
ChurchesltbgetherRelplfacilitate[duchld[doncern?

Revd[NigellColes,[Westdf(EnglandBaptist[Association



HOPE[2008[ih[Weston[super[Mare

EmmalSmithk[E Youthl@nd[Community (WorkerforMilton[BaptistlChurchlih
Weston[SuperMVare.Sheldays: [Welds[@[dhurchdreléxcited@ByWhatltod[dan
dohrough[Mope08Landhelwayslihlwhich@heldhurch[dan[éngagelWithfhe
locall[dommunity[ihWword@ndldeed.IThelbcal outhWorkers[dredlsoléxcited
to$eeYounglandlbldWworking[together[to[buildCGod's[Kingdom, to[Work
across[theldenominationsCandtraditions’Cand[toChavelthelopportunity[to
empowerlthebounglpeopleldstheylSeekIbldiscernlWhat[Godlis[dsking[dflthe
churchlih[dur[@reas.’

Keith[HalletlisdhelChairmanldf(WestonBible[Week[@nd[dlsolpartldf@Ldroup
ofclergyldanddministersCdfromdWeston[Super[Mare[dwhoarelcurrently
consideringhow [bestHio[despondoMHope.ThisyearlatdheBible(Week[dhe
mainC$peakerWwilllbe[Revd[RobertCAmess[Whoselatest[book[Will (focusLon
ChristldstheHopeldftheWorld.IHelwill[BefeachingldnfhefhemeldfCChrist
theHopeldflQ7@nd08’, HinkingpWithHopeld8.

Visitibww.hope08.com@ndww.freshexpressions.org.uk

The Sanctuary Marquee at Glastonbury Festival

WouldoulikedbBelgartldf[@[dommunityRelping@tthisiMear’'s[Glastonbury
Festival?[AndBecomelpartldfithehristian[Churchillingbldemonstratelthe
loveldflChristlih[@ction[By[dfferinglfestivallgoers@armdelcome, [dpaceltb
reflectldnd@illingnessibisten?

ThelSanctuaryMarqueellthe[Church[@tfhelHestival’,[deedslpgeoplefblbok
afterthilelthefestivalis[dunningIlldnd e reIbokingfbriMolunteers(ib
coverlfheldayslanddightsfrom@amdnThursday26duneol.00[EmIdn
Monday[300une.

SolifMoulthinkfhatMouldouldRelpBelpartldurfeam,Pleaseldetlihfbuch[By
emailing[Mougowe honestdoug@worldonline.co.ukByd6March.

You'llldeedIb[Beldblefbldommitbldomelimportantflrainingldaysldn@l@ndlZ
June,Beldver8[{onBunel2008)@ndivelihfheldouthWest, M hilstthe
SanctuaryMarqueelill[pgrovideMouWith[qualityfraining,[@ndlpgerhapsthe
opportunity[dfiddifetimedblanjoy[Glastonbury’sidorlddlassfestival.

The[anctuaryMarqueelorksiwith(Somerset@hurchesogetherl@nd
providesfhe[Church@tfhe[Bestival’'lhichldanBefboundldnChurchManeldn
thelfestivalldite.
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Lent[2008

Pathwaysiof(Prayer:[[Exploring[Six[(Major[Traditions(of[Christian
Spirituality

Joinisonfd[8piritualGourneyHorllentlwith@hisprayerldguidefrom[TChurches
Togetherln[Britain[(andreland,npartnershipvith(BBC[Radio[4[and[BBC
Local[Radio.

Welwill[Beléxploringbix[pathwaysfioldomeHo[God, [@achdffering[d[different
perspectiveldn@pproachinglGodthroughlgrayer.

Eachpathwaylwill(Startlwith Sundayorshiplon(BBC[Radio[4[{0810[0850),
complimentedbyladditionalCjprogrammeslon[the[Daily[$ervice[{0945[1000
BBC[R4[1W),[BBCOocaltadio[Anddownloadableldesourcesfor[groupsCand
individuals.

PathwaysldfliPrayerlislihntendeddoBeldccessible@Byl@dnyonelWholis[ihterested
in[8pirituality@ndprayer,lWwhereverheylinaydurrently (beldonZheirGourney
with[God.[AndiF(hislk@[hew3piritualCéxperiencefloryou, lWelwill[Suggest
wayslbldontinuelfheburney.

BBC[Radio4[Sunday[Worship

StartldacheekWith SundayWorship@t[0810ldnBBC[Radiol4.
BBC[Radio[4[Daily[Service

Follow[thelteadingsLandlprayers(from ThelDaily[Service[at[D945Ldbn[BBC
Radiold[(1198Iong[Wave),drlusefheml[dslpartidfMourldwnldaily[feading.

Resourcel/[studymaterialsifor(groupsidandlihdividuals
ExploreldachldflthelpgathwaysWithftheeekly@rayerlguide.

Forlmhorelihformation,Misit www.pathwaysofprayer.org.uk
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CHURCHESIN[COMMUNITY

Somerset[ Churches[Together'sCvellLattendedCAnnualGatheringCaAt[1Locking[Castle
Churchih[Weston[duperMareldn[20th[Dctober(2007 Was[d[dhancefblSharelideas(for
workingwithl[8achldther, thelpolice, bcal[duthorities, [primary[darelfirusts, [dther(faiths
andldtherlagenciesltbBAuild[good@ndlastingl[communitylife.

Ian[Chisnall{ Chair, [ IChurches[Regional CNetwork, CBnd[IColdrdinator, Hope[ [ 2008)
presented[fheldimsland[dctivities[df(Hope[2008. Helémphasizedthat[the[dctivities[dre
aimed(atitheholel[dommunity.

JoIOFarrell (I BridportCIChurches[ITogether) Coutlined Ciwork CkhatCchurchesCcanCdo
individually@ndlm[groups[Suchldslproviding[safeldpacesIblSupportfarentslih[teeting
theirC¢hildren, lacklingCgreenlissues[And[$upportingLdarers. Peter[Kershaw[{Bridport
Churches[Tlogether)spokelaboutldmploying@iouthWorkerIblreachldutbldcal [Schools
and[findWays[tbWelcomelMoungpeoplelimtofhelchurch.

Ian[Peddlesden, [{Weston[duperMare[Churches[Together)Ldiscussed[his[tole[as[faith
representativeldnfhelllocal (Strategic[RPartnershipL(LSP)[df[(North[Somerset. [Helnoted
thatthis[ével [dfldepresentationlisihcreasingly LlequiredldflIbcal[Authorities, [And[dther
publiclBodies[@re[Seeking[faith[ihputibo. Thisldreatesldpportunitiesfbldetlihvolved(ih[d
wideMariety [df[dreaslimcluding, [dducation, Miorking With Moung[people, [Aursing[gdrovision
and[Bealthlisues.

Heather[Pencavel, (EW[Thurches'TRegionallAdviser, [@ndDirector, faithnetsouthwest)
beganBy[duotingLook(IIITHavelSet[BeforeMouldnldpenldoor (Rev3)[@ndigpokeldflthe
importanceldfC¢hurches[buildingLielationshipswith[CéachLother, Livith[people[dfLdther
faiths,[@ndl@soldfithelthany Wayslim Whichfaith[canWorkWith[Qublic[Hodies.

Theldanelldiscussion[rhised[Several[Joints[fbridonsideration. [Thurchesldould[droactively
uselthelskillsldfltheirldongregation; [ihcreasingldiversity [ih[fhelgopulationLdhallenges(the
way [churches(dffer{Supportlihfheldommunity; [dhurches[shouldldonsiderfakingdrhore
activelrbleldn[[ISPs[anddther(strategicldlliances; [faith[groups@relinderfepresentedldn
voluntary@ndlidommunity[Skectorldetworks. [onversely Ithany[gublic[Bodies[do[dotkKnow
aboutfhelkind[dffdontributionEbldormmunityslipporthatfaith [groupsicanthake.

As[theléventWas[3o[successful,[dHbllowlupLdrouplwill(BeWorkingfo[fake[dction[dn
someldflthelissueslrhisedlimfheldearfiliture.

HOPE[2008

AlmhajorldvangelisticlihitiativelfbBringHopefbldurhdillages, fowns@ndldities.
ForlthorelihformationMisithttp://www.hope08.com
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Unitylih[Action,[Shared[Purposel(in[Contemporary(Britain

At[SwanwicklOn[INovember,[écumenicalCofficersdrom@heBaptist, [(Methodist
andMRCIldhurcheslmetfbgetherforthelfirstfime.

Formostldflus, [EhelRighlight[df(fheldonsultationlWasheldpportunityfolRear
thelGeneralSecretariesldfldurlthreeldenominationsalk@boutfheldhallenges
faced[by[thelthurch[today.[dn[this[$oldalledCpostmodernl$society,[Where
therelis[istrust,[@venldutright[Rostility, Hol@ny [Rind[dflihstitution,[Howldoes
thel.thurchfespond?[HowLdo[the[thurches,hotltenownedorLtoping[ith
change,tespondtolaltapidlyLchanging¢cultureldriven[by[the[phenomenal
growthOnOnformationtechnology.[How[Hoes[thel thurch[hminister[tolthe
diversity@ndpluralismldaused@y[igrationlihto@nd@roundheldountry@nd
tofhelfragmentationldausedBy[fhelBreakdownldfldolhanyfamilies? IHow[do
weldesponddo[fheldhallengesldflinterfaithdialogue?Thislik[fhelSituationlih
whichWwelfind[durselves,[SoRowhightiWeldespond?

Welneed@odindhewWwayslof[(provokingdpiritual[discernment, Hofell [people
that[Godlik[éverlpresentldndihat[Godlk[Suffering[@nddedemptivellbve.[We
need[fol@ngagelihlUnpretentiouslderviceldflthelpoorldndMulnerable.Therelis
an[lurgency[to[engagelinChApologeticsCivithCh[gentle, feflective,[teasoned
responselto[thelimilitantCatheist.[(NotCimatchedCAggression[butCqualities[bf
humility[@ndexibility [Are[dequirediflweldreldgoingfoLdiscoverldadicallWays
tolelatefbfheldurrentldulture/hichisfar, FarldifferentfromXheldnelmhostdf
ourldongregations[drellsedio.Weltustfiravel,[@dndEraveldightldnldurlfeet’.
Thel3hapeldofloninistry, helWay[Wel#ecruit,drain,[Service[(dnd[tesourcelour
churcheslmustldhange.[QurBuildingsldeediodeflectfheldeal([deedsldffbday.
New[dhurchldommunitiesBased[droundldommonlihterestsldndlhealsldeed(fb
beldgrownl@ndldurtured.

Somelbf[the[themesllaised[ byl thelthree[SecretariesChnd[bthersCvere
discussedfurtherih[@[plenary8ession@ndlih[droups.[Amonglihese,[ih[Some
roughldrderidflgopularity, Merelthefbllowing: [How[bldontactlgeoplelWholdre
spiritualdot[deligious?[ArelWelfloo[doncernedwithlihternaldeorganisation[at
theléxpenseldflécumenism?[WhatlLare[thel[Faith[and[Drderlissues[andlare
theylimportantdforLourlLtongregations?[WhatlLare[theldifferentL&cumenical
visions?[How[Best[shouldlwel3upportIlEPs? [How[dolWweldontactlihelihternet
generation?[IIBltogetherfhereere@boutiwentyldroupsiSetlup@nd, dikelfhe
abovelpopularCones,they[toveredthelpractical, (XhelinstitutionalCAndLthe
pastoral.dhavelfheldeport[sheetsfromiheseldroupslif[dnyonelislihterested
in(Bavingfhem[dentfbfhemBydmail.

Revd(1JohnLIEmmett,[L1lEcumenicall]Officer,[1Bristol[1Methodist
District elhail:[@mmettj@fish.co.uk
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Week[df[PrayerforChristiannity
18[4[25January[2008

PrayWithout[Ceasing

20080 [d[dpecialMear, harkingfhed00th@nniversarydf[the[Week[df[Rrayer
forCChristian[Unity.[The[Week[of[Prayer[WasfirstCinarked[(by [ Father[Paul
Wattson,@an[EpiscopalianFranciscanlpriestlin(heSA.[Theltesources[have
thereforel@BeenlproducedlihfhisldentenaryMearfromithinfhelnited[States
of LAmerica.[Thellmagelis(drom[LGround[ZeroLand[$ymbolizes[the[$enselbf
prayingbrlpeaceldndlbeconciliation, [Bothithin[the[@hurch@ndXheorld.

Theldims@re:

- Tolpray@slCThristldrayedMthatfheylthayBeldne".
TolprayHorhellinity[CofCallCChristianppeopleas[Wel$harelnChrist's
ministry.
Readings[CAnd[meditations[focus[bn[Paul's[hAdvice[to[1'prayvithout
ceasing".[ResourcesorheWeek, [(produced®yThurches[Togetherlin
BritainChndreland,CincludeChlkerviceCpamphlet,Cprayer[tards[Bnd
poster.

The Week of Prayer offers opportunitiesfoltheetl@dndprayithfellowThristians
ofldifferentldenominationslihMourlbcality.[Oftendewllbcallihitiatives[@merge
outLdflineeting and praying together in this way. There[Willlbeld Servicelof
Celebration[and[CommitmentioLmarkthe[Centenary[At Westminster
Abbey(dn Friday,[18th(January[2008,@t(S5pm

Centenary2008:[Pray WwithoutCeasing(1[Thes.[5[17
Howl(didhe(Week[of[PrayerBegin?

InCktheOlatekighteenthUcenturyandearlyChineteenthCcenturiesCirenewal
movementslih[fhe[Rentecostall@dndBEvangelicalllhovementsldf[Morth[America,
Scotlandl@ndihenEnglandledIohefirstldaysldflprayerfbriCThristianUnity.
Thenlresh@hinkinglih[Catholicldircleslihspiredldloserldontactswith[Anglican
and[@rthodox[Christians,[@speciallyih[England.Byfhed890s, [Bothfhe[Rope
andthe[Archbishoplbf[CanterburyWereltecommendingthetimelbetween
Ascension[Dayldnd[Bentecost[ds[d[dpecialldeasonlforlgrayerbridnity.

ThelChurch@nity[OctaveldandfheWeek[of[Prayer

TheWeek[df(Brayer[dsiedowKnow[it[Wasfbundedih[1908 By XwolAnglican
priests, [(pencerJoneslnEngland@nd[PaulWattsonln[the[lnited[Htates.
Despitel Al the[ketbacksCAnd[broblems[toleffortsCin[theldatelhineteenth
centuryXolfeconcilethe[atholic,[AnglicanCand[Orthodox[Churches,they
refusedfiolgivelphopehathelwhole[Churchldouldldnceldgain[Beldeenfo
beldne.[Soliheyldommittedfhemselvesliolihtensified[prayerfornity.[Their
'Churchlnity[@ctave'[Hopeddbldchievelreunion@etweenfhelAnglican[CThurch
7



andthe[Roman[XatholicCIChurch.dhdeed,[the[Octavelwas[koon[hdopted
throughoutl@helCatholiclChurch.Butlits[focusimainly ldnhe[Roman[Tatholic
dimensionto[theléxclusionCofLbther[traditionsCineantlit[didChot[tatchLon
widely.

Butlin[(1933apriesttromlyonlin[France,[Paul[Couturier,Linderstoodthat
prayerorflinity(haddoldomelirom[all[hearts[andiinds.$olheltecastihe
Octaveldslhe(Week[of[Wniversal(PrayerorEheWnityof[Christians.Byhe
timeReldiedih[1953, [Christianslih[dcores[dfldountries[Aad@doptedfhe[Week
of[Brayer, fensldflfthousandsldflihdividualsiworldwideWereldn[His[mailingdist
for(the@nnualeaflets,LAnd[peopleLofCmanyldenominations, LandLindeedln
otherLlteligions,[ChadoinedChimLCintheluniversalCprayer(for(theLinity Cof
humanitylhfheldharity[@ndpdeaceldf[Christ'.

TheWeekidf(PrayerToday

Withheldevelopmentldflfhe[World[Council[@f[Churches, fheHaith[@dnd[Drder
movement,CBnd[thelkallingCbf(the[SecondVatican[ICouncil, C(thevarious
strandsCAndCmovements[bf[prayerfor[Lnity[Cbegan[themselves[to[tome
together.[$Sollhelold[Churchnity [Octavelegunby[Paul(Wattson,&dndhe
'universal'Week[df[Prayerldesigned[By[Paul [CouturierlWereformallynited,
aslereheraditionsLoflivhetherlo[HolddhelSeasonlof[prayerorllinity[nh
JanuarylLor[between[AscensionLand[Pentecost[1lthe [ thoicelldsleft(to[each
countryldrldegionldndlih[@ny[dase[Both[deasons@relpgromotedldverywherelds
opportunitiesliblgrayl@ndBopelfbriunityih[Christl@dndih[His[Spirit.

Nowadays[thelAnnualLbbservancelbf[the[Week[bf(Prayerlis[ajoint[&ffort
betweenihe[Pontifical LCouncilfor[Promoting[ChristianWnity (athe[Vatican
anddheWorld[Councilldf[Churches'[Faith[And[DrderlCommission,[@[different
regionLorLdountryldf(lhe[World[éachYearL¢hoosing@helhemelandldevising
thelpgrayersl@ndlorship.

So,[the[Week[bf[Prayer[for[Lhristian[Unitylis[bnelhundred3/earslbldLin
January[2008.[Therelk[Mourningacklonfheldoad@ihatOkadsfolunity[[dnd
Christianslin[allltheldhurches[havelbecomeldlosefriends[AndLtollaborators
overlhelbast[hundredyears.[In[2008Ehe[Churcheslwillldnce@gain[dommit
themselvesibfheldompleteldelihtegrationdf[Thristianity, ih[dbediencelfbfhe
prayerlof[Christlonhelnightbeforeheldied,Mthathey[adll[thay[Bbeldne,ds
thefatherl@ndhe$onlarelone,Sodhathelworldnay[believelitlwas[You
wholdentlhe.”

Resourcesfrom www.ctbi.org.uk
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Growinglih[Unityl@ndMission

In[Dctober,anlnterestinglbvernightLtonferencelpresented@ndlhighlighted
thelatestteportLof(ihednternationalCAnglican[Roman[CatholicCCommission
forinity[@ndMission[{IARCCUM) [dalledIGrowingih[Mnity[@nd[Mission”[This
reportiMeryldlearlyitlentifiesfheldirectdink[Betweenlunity [@nd[mission.

SomelKey[Pointslihfheldeportdre:

Ecumenismlis[dotldnldptionalléxtra.Ik[deedsbBedelfldritical [Sothat[it
isldnergyleleasingldndldotlénergyldbsorbing.
Ourldivisions[RurtfheltissionfbWhichWeldreldll[dalled.
Respectingldiversitylénhanceslinission.[Welheed[lio[beWeryLdareful Ho
avoidl¢laiming[hat[$omethinglisCanCdncompatibledifference[Whenlit
mayhell[BelpartldflftheGodLgivenldiversity WhichWweldrelstrugglingfo
identify.
Therells[alproblemWith[beingAsked[tollsacrifice’[$omeldearlyheld
historically[basedtenet[of(faithCiwhenlitlsCdpposedtolivhat[another
Christianldroup[Seeslfrom[d[different[perspective.[WelndeedoIbokFor
diversity[beingheldccommodationof[dompatibleldifference.Tolduote
#96[df[thelreport: [Discerningldl[dommon(fhith[dhallengesldurldhurches
to[tecognisethat[&lementsCoflsanctificationCAndkruthCéxistCin[Céach
other’sCécclesialllives,CAand[tolHevelop[those[thannels[and[practical
expressionsloffdoldperationByWhich[@[dommonlife[dndlonissionldhay
beldeneratedldnd[dustained.’
Welllvelih[@dn[dgedhatliklihcreasingly[@wareldffheldpiritual [dimension
ofifeutliwhichLdoes[hotitCeasily[ihtodheldlderlhstitutionsieldall
church.[DurCsquabbleness’[etslintheWwaylandLdiscourageslifringe’
enquirerstiromaking@heirhascentl$pirituality Linto[Ld[¢ommitted[Aand
worshipping[Way[Lofllife[(that[tecognises[theltheedfor[thel disciplines
which[durturellslih[drderfbldrow[dsld[Healthy[dommunity [dffhith.
Overall,fthereareUstillCldifferencesUof CrecognitionCof CleachClother’s
ordainedministriesBut@tlbcallévelstherelis[dldrowingldespectldnelfbr
another.

Growinglin[Unity[and[Mission: Buildinglon[40[Yearslof[Anglican(]
Roman[Catholic[Dialogue[{ISBN[®78[0281[05939(3,[£7.99)LisLavailable
from(@llihainstream[Qhristian[Bookshops

RevdNickWilliams,[Ecumenical[Officer,[Bath[@andWells[Diocese



faithnet

faithnetsouthwest

faithnetsouthwest works[to[supportlCallfaithCroupsCin[thelsouthWest
regionwhichOprovideanyOkind JofLdJcommunityOsupporttoCthedwider
community.[WelWwereldelighted[Xo[have[the[bpportunity[to[tontribute[to
SomersetlChurchesTogether'slAnnualGatheringdecently.lGivenfhefheme
of[ldommunityihvolvement@ndfhelénthusiasmdhown[By[fhoseldttendingiio
develophelork[of[Eheirl¢hurchlnhe[dommunity, lvehopelhefollowing
eventsWill[Beldflihterest.

On[27[Hebruary[@008, faithnetsouthwesthiill[Rold[@[deminarldn[fhith
and[s$trategic[tepresentationbetween[10.30@mCAndB.300bm.[IThis
freeldventidhichfbkeslplace@tthelAlbemarlelentrelih[Mauntonill[Be
oflihterestol@nyoneldepresentingheirlownfaithfdcommunity Lorfaith
communitieslih[deneralldn(Strategic[Bodiesldrldetworks.ItDWill[dlso[Be
oflihterestlfbldnyonelrhoMantsfblearnlthoreldboutldepresentingfhith
infhisldontext.
Seminarstor(aithLgroupsConbiddingMorlpublicCservice[¢ontractslare
plannedih3outh[Gloucestershireldnd[Bomerset. Ifyouldrelihterested
in[Suchl@nl@vent, [pleaseldoletlthe®now.IWeRopelofirmWpHurther
detailslih[ftheldearlfuture.

Ond0mMarch2008, faithnetsouthwestlis[Holding@[fleelfrainingldvent
forfaithCgroupsLon[dommunityLdevelopment.[Thiswill(be[dunby[S$ara
Ikles,[Bn[EkxperiencedtrainerCfrom[VISTALtraining,Cwhich[provides
trainingfortoluntary[@ndldommunitydrganisations. It will (Hake[place
atlfthelAlbemarle[@entrelih[Mauntonffrom@roundd0.30amIb3.30pm.
Weldreldurrently[preparingldBidEbo[TapacityBuilder'sdmproving[Beach
programmelfor[2008 1o [SupportfaithhetworksLacross[iheltegion.
ThisOwillincludeOgivingladvice[donJorganisational[Jddevelopment,
governance,XrainingCindfunding.[Thelbid[WwillCalsolincludefeeding
relevantlldevelopmentslandlgoodUpracticellintolregionalJandlocal
strategiesfor[thel$outhivestlinfermslLoflinfrastructureldlevelopment
andPromotingfheldontributionfhatfaith[droupsldanlmake.[Thelbid, [f
successful,will[also[énablelusoldeveloplourlworkWwithindheWarious
locall@uthority[dreasldontainedih[fhelSouthWestldegion.

IfQyoulwantOmoreUinformation, Lif CyouUwishtoUdiscussUany Lof[Cthese
developmentsiurther, Lorliflyoulouldikelo[3uggestWorkyouwould[ike
faithnetsouthwestiblBeldoing[3[dleaseldoldot[Hesitatefbldontactlme.

Alistair[Beattie,[Development[Officer3 faithnetsouthwest
Tel:[0117[304[2298[Email:[dlistair@faithnetsouthwest.org.uk
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Encourage[@®nelAnother

Theldecentldlimateldhangelfblkslih[Balilthay[Havelfhiledfbdeachlihternational
agreementlonllevels[andtates[of[tarbonCé&missionteduction.[Butlhereldn
SomersetlreallgrogresslisBeinglhade. [Noteast[@dmongfheldhurches.

In[DecemberwoloflitsCAnglicanCthurches[gainedhational Ctecognitionfor
theirCachievements.CAndtheCimonth[before[XhatCA[BaptistLthurchCon[the
Somersetlevels[dgavel@lpublicl¥iewingLof[d[pioneeringprojectlit[has[been
involvednusingCground83ourceheating[technologyls[part[bf[itsChew
building[grogramme.

Thelfwol@wardlwinningldhurchesWerelfbking[Partlih(the Church@imes[Green
Awards.[Holy[Trinity, [Cleeveldainedirst[prize[ds[Green[Churchlof(fheYear
for(its[dangeldflé@nvironmental@ctivities, [dslWell[@ds[achieving[fhe[Bestldffhe
Best[Award.[And[Baint[Barnabas’s,[Queen[LCamellot[the[Actiondn[the
Community[@ward.OChurch@Times[éditor,[Paul[Handley[8ays, 1 Theldbject[df
theChwardsCvas[tol[telebrate[thelhAction[thurchesChadlblready[taken[to
preservelfheldnvironment.Ih[helfaceldfl[dountlessifeportsi@dbouttheldeverity
offhelproblem, What[peopleldespondedfiolWas[iotléxhortationButléxample.
EvenlthelfunnersClpLtouldtake[&ncouragement[from[thelfact[that[their
stories(AadBeenfoldihdhelChurchdimesl@ndderefherebyldivingldIeadio
others.’

For 'givinglaleadfolathers Tweldoulddead ‘encouraginglonelanotherTwhich
isbwhatlderipturefellsis@s[CThristiansioldo, [@t[@nLhdividuallevel, ihdhurch
communitiesldndlihldociety[ds@Whole.[Asldoncernldrowsldverihelaffectsldf
climateldhangelSodheldhurchhasbothld[desponsibility[dnd@nlopportunity.
And[the[B5omerset[thurcheslalreadylimentionedhaveldlemonstratedtlearly
they[@relfakingBoth[deriously; [@nd[fhey[@drelBeingldecognisedforlit. Morldre
they@lone.IB[dearchldffthe[Bcoldongregation@nd[Christian[Bcology Minkeb
siteslwill(teveal(aTargehumberloflehurcheslipand[downdheldountrydhat
havelkembarked[bn[kchemes[designed[toLimprovelthelkenvironment[bnd
reduceldarbonootprintlandlinallarge[humberlofiheselbeingpartlofihe
localldommunity[Has[Been@hajorfeature.

Somelhavelinvolvedthellse[bf[technology.[ThisCis[tertainly[the[tasel At
Bagley[Baptistlivherelhe[B.5kWU Linstallationlnlits[hew[700L3quarelinetres
churchbuilding[lisestemotelaction[3ystems[ihat[énabledhelliserfol[¢heck
and[dhangeldperatingldonditionsldverhelihternet. While[@hebenefitsdfter
thelnvestment[havello[been[seenlasllonglterm,thetunningtostsLare
equivalentb[0.7pKWh[dff(peak.

LittleonderhatlalLgroupLoflschool LehildrenWisiting[he[BagleyLopenLday

werel[daidfb[HavelBeen[durprisedfhatldldhurchWouldldetlihvolvedWith[duch
advancedechnology.Ot[3eemsheyfoundlit[hardlo[makedheldonnection
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between[d[planetthatdeedsldavingl@nddduralldhurchldagerfolplaylitsipart
physically@sWelllds[gpiritually.

Atfheldtherlédnddffheldcalefhereldreldchemesl[thatlihvolveldolflechnologyl[dt
all,Oustlimagination@nd@[desireol3ervedhelWiderlcommunity, [Aslis[fhe
caseWwith[both[Holy[Trinityh[Cleeveldand[Paint(Barnabaslih[Queen[Camel.
Holy [T rinity’sCWinningCapplicationLtoncentratedimainlyLbn[theWalking[Bus
scheme,Which[HasldliminatedfheldchoolbunibrfhefamiliesiWwhobined[ih.

The[Baint[Barnabaslprojectlinvolved[tonstructingCanlallotmentvithin[the
churchyard.OThe[khurchlFecognisedCB[Cheeddn[thewider[kommunity[for
allotmentldpaceldndldecidedfofhinkbterally, lUsingfheldeserveldhurchyard
plot[tolCdreate®helallotment.[AllthisOvasCnine (with[he¢hurch’sd green
strategy’, [StartedByitsMoungpeopleWanting[toldelebrate[God[By[daringfbr
theldnvironment.’

EncouragementlaflothersiinaymotBel@helprimaryldbjectivelofldanyldfHhese
projects, [fheirlmhain@imBeingfolRaveldndldhow[d[desponsibility fbrltheldare
of(God’'sCcreation.[ButlitlisCtertainlyCAlWworthwhile[$pinlaff.CAndthemore
churcheslgetléncouragedhelgreaterihelimpactlonWworld[dround. dtlinight
evenlhfluencehoselWwholdould[hot[inakellipdheirldollectivelmnindsOh[Bali.
WhatldoMoulthink?

BrianKellock,[SCT[Sustainability[Group.

ecocongregation

http://www.ecocongregation.org/

v

Eco-Congregation is an ecumenical programme helping churches make th¢
link between environmental issues and Christian faith, and respond in practical action i
the church, in the lives of individuals, and in the local and global community.

=

%&L Christian Ecology Link
http://www.christian-ecology.org.uk/index.htm

CELO$[E@multildenominational WK[Christianldrganisation

forl[peopleldoncerned@boutfhe[Bnvironment

12


http://www.ecocongregation.org/
http://www.christian-ecology.org.uk/index.htm

Noticeboard

In[2008, ChurchesTogetherin(KeynshamldandSaltford is
mg?m organisingl@ideldangingl@ndléxcitinglpgrogrammel(fbrithe
e Whole[dommunity[IlMore[fo(Life[08'.

RecognisingthatlGod[playslih[dvery[dceneldfllife, '"Moreo(Life08'[is

seekinglibldiscoverldpirituallSsignpostsldmidstfhelpassions[dfife Which
engagelpeople's[Reartsibday.

EachhonthldfltheMearill[BeldevotedIbld[dpecificltheme.Horlthore
informationdisitthe[MorelfbMife[@8MeblSitellwww.moretolife08.org.uk

Lent[(2008
ThelBBClHasl@nnouncedfhat@Bighlightldfitheir2008SpringlSchedulelill[Be
aldramalproductionlonlhelife[ofdesus[+ ThePassion.[Recentlyilmedlih
Morocco,ditOwillkdbeOseenthroughoutHoly[OWeek, ClculminatingOinCthe
resurrection[@ppearanceslaofldesuslon[EasterDay.Full[detailsfromiheBBC
Press(Releaseldan[Belseenl(dt:
www.bbc.co.uk/pressoffice/pressreleases/stories/2007/12 december/04/pas
sion.shtml

Hopelfor[PlanetEarthlk[@tnhultimedialpresentationéxploringdhel3dcience
behindldlimateldhangelfrom[d[Christian[perspectivel@ndlitslimmpactldnlpeople
andthelblanetCvith(eading[experts[from[Tearfund,CACRocha,John[Ray
Initiative,d] Thell Faradayll Instituteld andd Sharell] Jesusl] International.
PresentationswillHake[place@t[St[Augustineldf[Canterbury$chool,[Taunton
TA2[ZEF@n[Thursday6March[@8[@nd@t[AnsfordlCommunity[$chool,[Tastle
Cary[BA7[7]]0nFEriday[Z[March[08.Doorsldpen@t[7.00[pm, [Presentations
commencelat[V.30Cpm.[ITickets: (T’ Adults[£6.00; Under[18s[£3.00.IFor
tickets: 1084501094414 14.[1JForgeneralUinformation: [J020018781[11741

www.hopeforplanetearth.co.uk

Churches[Togetherh[England’s[(Engaging[Spirituality(@theGathering[at
theHayes[Conferencel¢entre,[Swanwickfrom[30[May[to[1 June2008[will
focusldnldpirituality.Mherewill[dlsoBeldpportunitiesdbripeoplelihIbcal[@nd
nationaleadershiptoles[tolineet, tolhearlLoflwhatlsChappeninglnlCbther
placesldnd[d€ituations, HolWworshiplhfamiliar@ndUnfamiliarlwaysldndfiodbok
atCwherewelarelin[khe[lecumenicallpilgrimagelin[this[kountry.[I 1l ocal
Churchesl[TogetherlgroupingsidhouldldonsideriwhetherfheyldanBelpMithfhe
costsLoflsomeonedromtheirfarea,[ds[ThelGatheringprovides[an[éxcellent
opportunity orChetlworking,[3haringlideas[and[3eeingheWider[¢ontext[of
thelbcallécumenicalléndeavour.dFor[bookingformslétc, phone 0207529
8133 [drivisitiwww.churchesfogether.org.uk
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Dates(forYour[Diary

JANUARY

18I 5[ Week[df[BrayerfbriThristianMnity. [IHAww.ctbi.org.uk

20 Education[Sunday.IiAww.educationsunday.org
27 HolocaustMemorial[Day.Aww.holocaustmemorialday.gov.uk
27 WorldMeprosyDay.Aww.leprosymission.org.uk

28[IB[HebruaryIRovertyl@dndHomelessness[Action[Week
MMM TAww. homelessness[$Sunday.org.uk
MMM TAww. churchpoverty.org.uk

FEBRUARY

2508 [MarchIBairdradeBortnightdww.fairtrade.org.uk

MARCH

2 Tear[HundSundaydww.tearfund.org

7 Women'sWorld[Dayldf(BrayerIliAww.wwdplhatcomm.org
23129 Mental[Health[Action[Week

MAY

1170000 ChristianlAid[WeekIIIIAww.christianaid.org.uk

18 NotfbrSale[SundaylChurcheslAlertb[Sex[Trafficking[Across
Europe)Illdww.chaste.org.uk

JUNE

8 EnvironmentBundayIlidww.arocha.org.uk
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